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<ABSTRACT>

The Current State of Transnational Fugitive
Offenders and the Methods of Their Repatriation:

Issues and Policy Proposals

Shin Sang Cheol” : Im Yung Ho™

In the Korean legal terms, overseas fugitive offenders indicate natives
or foreigners who have fled the country for the purpose of
circumventing legal action immediately after committing a crime, or
while under investigation or under the execution of a sentence. In
principle, an extradition of overseas fugitive offender proceeds in
accordance with the terms of international treaties. But in most cases,
those offenders tend to be repatriated in the form of deportation through
the Interpol (International Criminal Police). Thus, in fact, these cases
may be regarded as a disguised form of expatriation. Overseas fugitive
offenders often attempt to evade a chase from the police by fabricating
their identity with a forged passport or frequently shifting their
residences. More seriously, they aggravate the problem by committing
additional crimes even in the countries they seek refugee. Nevertheless,
the cross-border attempts to repatriate them remain at the astonishingly
low rate of 5%. To deal with this issue, various legal and institutional
measures are proposed to effectively facilitate repatriation affairs,
especially by launching a high-profile repatriation committee under the
direct control of the prime minister. It is also imperative to expand

cooperation with Southeast Asian countries, the most common host

* Ph.D. of International Studies and Guest Researcher, Institute of Social Science
Research, Pusan National University.
#% Professor, Department of Communication in Pusan National University.
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countries for foreign criminal offenders, and help empower their police
force by providing aids in technical know-hows and equipments. In
addition, the public search system and the reward system for criminal
report, which are operational only domestically, need to be extended
overseas, so that the identities overseas fugitive offenders may be

disclosed on the websites of Korean embassies and legations abroad.

Key Words: Overseas Fugitive Offenders, Mutual Assistance in
International Investigation, Extradition, Mutual Cooperation
with Interpol, Deportation





